


PROJECT DESCRIPTION

From February 24, 2022, Ukrainians require a deeper understanding of environmental protection,
which directly suffers from Russian aggression. Our project aims to raise awareness among young
people about Russian aggression’s impact on Ukraine’s ecosystems. enWAR_mental is implemented in
several stages:

* Raising awareness about the ecocide caused by Russian aggression in Ukraine.

* Learning the experience of Germany and Belgium in demilitarized territories restoration.

* Creating a video about the consequences of 21st-century wars in the world.

* Holding a poster competition about the destructive impact of war and post-war restoration of
ecosystems.

You are holding the final stage of the project. In your hands, a comic tells about the environmental
front's main aspects through the characters’ emotions and mouths. Brother and sister, Yurko and
Myroslava, are fleeing the war, trying to find shelter in the forests of Kyiv region, are sad because of the
harmed fields of Chernihiv region, observe with their eyes atrocities against animals in Kharkiv region,
pass the polluted waters of Donetsk and Luhansk region, learn about the loss of protected areas in
Kherson region, the ruined landscapes of Zaporizhzhia are noted from the sky. During this journey, the
children of the war get to know the heroes, symbols, and images of the bloodiest fighting of the 21st
century, who are the personification of the courage and resilience of the Ukrainian people.

The project team thank to Jonas Schmidt, Nils Stanik, Lesia Degtiariova, Sebastian Schéafer, Nika
Kratsashvili and Rafaela Paulo Teixeira for the overall support of project realization and values sharing

of enWAR_mental project.

In terms of the project the poster competition was organized.

1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 3RD PLACE
POLINA ULIANA OLEKSANDRA
KRAVCHENKO PEREDERII SIKORA

The enWAR_mental Project is funded by the European Union within its Eastern Partnership Civil Society Fellowship
Programme.

The content of the enWAR_mental project is the sole responsibility of the enWAR_mental Team and can in no way
be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

CHARACTERS

YURKO MYROSLAVA BABA NADIA
15 years old, 7 years old, combined image of brave
Myroslava's brother Yurko's sister Ukrainian women
a
DOG PATRON ECOPARK VOLUNTEER ASKANIA-NOVA NATURE

RESERVOIR WORKER
combined image of nature
conservation workers who help
temporarily occupied nature
reservoirs

a dog-sapper, a symbol of
Chernihiv pirotechnics

combined image of ecovolunteers,
who rescue animals from war

)

MARTEN KALUSH MUSIC
(VORMELA PEREGUSNA) GROUP HAT the combined image of aces of the

symbol of unbreakable cultural 40th brigade of Ukrainian tactical
frontier of Eurovision Song Avia forces
Contest-2022

THE GHOST OF KYIV

one of the rare species that lost
their habitat because of the war

( Ecoparks destruction 8—9)

LOCATIONS

(Soil polution 6-7

Chernihiv region

Kyiv region

Kharkiv region
Luhansk region

Donetsk
region

Zaporizhzhia
region

(Water' polution 10-1 1)

Kherson region

(Forest fires 4—5)

(Natur'e protected areas destruction 12-1 3) (Landscapes destruction 14-1 5)
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The rocket. Again. ]

\

It might
be safer in
granny' s village.

Immediately back to
the house! So much
flying ash...

It's dangerous in the
forest now. Russian
occupants set it on fire.

That muddle-
headed people dug
the soil too. For
36 years we had

been trying to

inhume the invisible
death there, but
they were digging
into the ground
to take it out.
Currently, there’s
strong wind...

capturing the forest, dug tranches and

From 24.02 to 31.03 Russian troops were
shelled it. The forest is still in the fire.

After the forest de-occupation the endangered
red-listed species - Limosa limosa - was spotted in
the sky.

iv region

Ky
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I’ ve never seen such a little
wheat that close!

\The weat is wounded... |

Perhaps, in many years...

4

No cry, dear, everything
Big wounds. Yurko, are passes along.

they recovering soon? \/

And is it
everywhere..?

Thank you, you' ve rescued me.

Yes, if there’re
fights.

Fertilizers

It s better to
claw off such
places. It's
unsafe.

iv region

Chernih
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| Ecopark

What are you
doing here?

Ticket office

It seems we
are alone here.

Don’ t be afraid, it's domesticated already. It had to
be transferred to Africa, but the war started. Now we
evacuate everyone whom we could. Don’ t go anywhere, the
cages are damaged by the shelling and many animals are
outside in the park. They re frightened, some are injured.
We'll bring you both to a safer place.

One more war kid.

Its parents were
killed by another

missile 2 days ago.

/4

Red wolves

Monkey

I told you - don't
go anywhere! On
the territory of the
distracted eco-
park, there are not
only many missiles
but killed animals.
Better join me,
we’ re ready to go.

/4

But

as for it..?

/4

Unfortunately,
the part of big
animals has to
be left. It's
dangerous to
transport them.
Some old animals 7
couldn’ t live
the trip under
shelling out.

iv region

Khark
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Look, Yurko, someone
lost Kalush's hat.

Stefania mamo,

Spotty lost
though.

10

Might be after
the shelling.

But why to shoot
hills?

mamo Stefania... beach
V Hriashch
A'J
Let’s go to the
water. The beach’s
nearby. So hot.
Seems, no

swimming today.

/7

Let's go further.
Perhaps, it's
possible there.

Hope, some day it' |l
be great again.

Miss it a lot, the blue-blue sea...

ﬁlI also want to go to the seaside...

I BilohorivFal

It"s not that good at the seaside
now: dolphins’ re dying, antiship
mines” re moving around...

But why did russians start
this war?

Luhansk region

. Do“e‘s L o
o beach Hriashch

Bilohorivka
[ ]

Hr'yh;rivka

Yurko, but before the full russian
invasion I was dreaming about my
own aquarium with a golden wish.
I'd call her Nemo as a cartoon...

/

\

All right, darling, we'll go fishing with a grandad
not the once to our picturesque rivers, drive to the
seaside... And you'll have your aquarium, for sure. 1 1

You' re brave and definitely deserve your Nemol
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What are you
doing here? Hurry
up! Take a seat.
The Russians have
entrenched nearby.

The last
candy...

Uncle, why is
there so much
hay?

No one knows when it will be res‘l‘ored...]

for the horses? Is it not

Are you carrying the food
scary for you?

It is scary, very scary. I am not sure if I
can phone my family. I haven't seen them
/ for a long time and may not see them in the
nearest future. There are not so many of
us left at the natural reservoir. Each of us
have to do the job of ten people.

The people donate for Przevalski
horses that stay at the sanctuary
"Askaniia Nova“. Have you ever
heard about such one?

What nice postcards
you have! May I
have one?

N

Yes, I have. We
were told a lot
about this region,
and about the Pink
Lake, and about the
desert. ..

I am from Oleshky. My
grandchildren visited the
sandy places nearby. I
haven't been home for half
a year.

V 51

A

Not so soon I guess..There
was a lot of research
carried out there! Everything
has been lost forever. And
all that took a couple of ten
years working hard.

N

N

Sure, you can have. It's the gift from
our staff. They are all scientists from
Kinburn Spit. There are fires there at

Kinburn Spit is a national park of
international importance. There located
over 150 lakes, habitats for many species
of birds where they make nests and stay
in winter. There are fields of wild orchids,
feather grass, pine and oak forests, and
more than 500 kinds of plants.

present.

So, we have to say good-bye. I need
to bring the hay to Askaniia Nova. You
can wait for the bus here. If there is

no air alarm the bus is going to come in
15 minutes.

Askaniia-Nova
274 km

Vv

Kherson region

13
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We are from
Kyiv. We need
to reach to
Marganets,
where our aunt
lives.

At least someone from
her family is there.

Where are you from and
where are you going?

(Velyka Oleksandrivka )

You came for
nothing, you should
have returned to Kyiv
immediately. There
is constant shelling
from the territory
of the Nuclear Power
Plant, and from
Energodar, and air
alarms.

N

You are far away.
Are you sure she's
there? It is difficult
there now.

Downstream, the river overflowed,
washed away the banks, destroyed
bridges, and elsewhere flooded
people’s houses.

I'm taking help to Marganets, I
might take you wherever you say.

¥

Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant

Dad isn't coming back
until fomorrow. Who did
we suppose to go to?

Destroyed buildings in the
city are being dismantled,
concrete is being transported
here, mountains will grow
soon right here in the middle
of the steppe...

I don't know
how, but today
I am sending
you to Kyiv!

Please help, we urgently
need to take the
children to Kyiv.

They are small - could fit
in, but they might sit as

fI‘I"s even scarier from above...J

~

quiet as mice.

grow again in these
fields?

Super Puma is on
the line. Evacuation
of the wounded and

two children from
Yurko, will wheat Marhanets to Kyiv.
Reception, arrival

time 20 min.

Air alarm
again. Aviation
was raised up

to intercept

It will grow, but unfortunately, the
previous harvests will not be there
for several more decades. Those
sinkholes are real wounds of the

Earth.

Sleep, darling.
Tomorrow we
will wake up a 7
day closer to
the victory.

missiles.

\

Ok, we are to
make it.

Everything is going to be 4.5.0.
(Everything is going to be OK)

ia region

Zaporizhzh
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NATALIIA YAROSHENKO
PROJECT FOUNDER

| had a dream - to create a graphic story
that would link eco-habits with global
consequences. Confirmation about
becoming the EaP Civil Society Fellow
was received on 21 March, almost a
month from the beginning of a full-scale
invasion. The current situation made new
adjustments - and here it is, a product
of our interaction that speaks in three
languages, numbers, and facts from
Ukrainians who advocate the problem
of ecocides caused by the occupiers in
Ukraine.

DARYNA LYNNYK
COMMUNICATION MANAGER

| have been interested in ecoactivism and
the conservation environment for over
three years. Through the beginning of a
full-scale Russian invasion, our team had to
complete the project, which popularized
eco-habits, and we started work on the
information frontier, spreading the word
about the war’s impact on the environment
of Ukraine. enWAR_mental is our way
to resist Russian aggression by speaking
about what hurts. We aim to show the
international community those russian
crimes against the environment to prevent
these struggles from happening in the
future.

TEAM

IRYNA ROMANUKHA
PROJECT MANAGER

This project is a logical continuation of
our «Green office» project with Nataliia
Yaroshenko, where we used to work with
students” eco habits.

The project is timely precisely because wars
never stop on Earth. Today the war is in
the center of Europe. We seek to show the
perniciousness of military actions for the
environment and nature, although recovering
but never becoming the same, to convey to the
general public that ecosystems are significantly
more sensitive to human activities than it
seems. People should remember that their
efforts can destroy our home - the Earth.

YARYNA KATOROZH
ILLUSTRATOR, PROJECT DESIGNER

Last year | worked on creating illustrations for
a story about beneficial
environmental habits. So drawing a comic
«enWAR_mental» became peculiar to
me; | was «raised» by this topic. It was
more complex and of higher responsibility
because the colorful frames of history are
due to the war now everywhere.
«enWAR_mental» is a unique prism through
which we try to show more people the
horrors of the full-scale Russian invasion
of Ukraine as much as possible. Working
on a comic was emotional and sometimes
difficult, but | am grateful for this experience.




